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Commissioner for Patents 


Washington, D.C. 20231 


Sir : 


CP. 


Prior to the first Office action on the merits, please 


amend the' above-identified application as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS: 


Amend claim 1 as follows: 


1. A method of cutting the workpiece made of stainless 


steel, coated steel, 


steps of: 


aluminum or aluminum alloy, comprising the 


providing kt least one transparent or reflecting 


o 


ptical means for fodusing at least one laser beam, comprising a 


nozzle; 


providing at least one assist gas to the nozzle under 


pressure; and 


cutting tne workpiece with the laser beam; 


